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Academy Award winner Denzel Washington to discuss Hollywood and 
Faith at T.D. Jakes' International Leadership Summit, March 31-April 2 

 
Watch for The Mid-South Tribune’s Coffee, Books, & 

Cocktails special edition, 
 

featuring book reviews, interviews, 
 

and other views! 
 

Oh yes, and cocktails!

UofM’s Jalen Duren, 
DeAndre Williams, and 
Josh Minott earn AAC 
end-of-season honors 

 Two-Time Oscar Winner to At-
tend Global Conference Just 
After Academy Awards 
 
CHARLOTTE, N.C., March 1, 
2022 /PRNewswire/ -- Two-time 
Academy Award winner and 
2022 nominee Denzel Washing-
ton will be speaking at the 2022 
International Leadership Sum-
mit, which is taking place March 
31 through April 2 in Charlotte. 
The annual conference was 
founded by T.D. Jakes and brings 
together aspiring and tenured en-
trepreneurs, leaders and influen-
tial change agents to 
revolutionize the future of lead-
ership. At this year's event, 
Washington will join Jakes for a 
master class discussing Holly-
wood, faith and life in the spot-
light. 
  
Washington, who is also a pro-
ducer and director, is considered 
one of the greatest actors of his 
generation and holds the title as 
the most Oscar-nominated Black 
man of all time. Washington has 
10 Academy Award nominations 

T. D. Jakes

under his belt, including one this 
year for his work in The Tragedy 
of Macbeth. In 2019, Washing-
ton was honored with the AFI 
Life Achievement Award, one of 
the highest honors for a career in 
film. At the 2016 Golden Globe 
Awards, he received the Cecil B. 
deMille Award for lifetime 
achievement, which is bestowed 
by the Hollywood Foreign Press 
Association for outstanding con-
tributions to the world of enter-
tainment. 
In addition to the Academy 

Award nomination for The 
Tragedy of Macbeth, Washington 
expanded his directorial portfolio 
in 2021 with A Journal for Jor-
dan, starring Michael B. Jordan. 
Washington has previously di-
rected the films Antwone Fisher 
(2002), The Great Debaters 
(2007) and Fences (2016). 
"Denzel Washington's career is 
unrivaled—both on and off the 
screen, his passion for impacting 
the world shines through," said 
Jakes. "Denzel's wisdom, busi-
ness prowess, and ability to men-

tor and mobilize has indelibly in-
fluenced the world, and I am 
honored to welcome him to the 
International Leadership Sum-
mit." 
 
Jakes has spent the last 45 years 
serving and inspiring people on 
a global scale. In addition to his 
role as Bishop of The Potter's 
House, Jakes is a philanthropist, 
an educator, a real estate devel-
oper and a respected leader in the 
international business com-
munity. The annual International 
Leadership Summit will provide 
visionaries and leaders with the 

tools they need to become 
"master builders" who can con-
struct a solid foundation and rev-
olutionize the way they lead in an 
ever-changing world. Guests 
from 19 countries have registered 
to attend the summit, including 
Canada, the United Kingdom, 
Namibia, Kenya, South Africa 
and Switzerland. 
Other speakers at this year's con-
ference include Ghanaian Pres-
ident Nana Akufo-Addo, 
business tycoon Janice Bryant 
Howroyd, author and political 
commentator Van Jones, pastor 
Joel Osteen, and other key fig-
ures in business, entertainment, 
nonprofit and faith arenas. Reg-
istration for the conference is 
open at ThisIsILS.org. Attendees 
may join virtually or in person. 
About the International Leader-
ship Summit 
Founded by philanthropist, edu-
cator, real estate developer and 
global leader T.D. Jakes, the In-
ternational Leadership Summit is 
an annual transformative confer-
ence. Since 2011, the conference 
has cultivated aspiring and ten-

ured entrepreneurs and leaders 
with the tools to become suc-
cessful in for-profit and not-for-
profit industries. Previous 
speakers include Tyler Perry, 
John Maxwell, Byron Allen, 
Cynthia Marshall and David 
Steward III. 
 
About Denzel Washington 
 
Denzel Washington is an actor, 
director and producer. Washing-
ton received his first Academy 
Award for the historical war 
drama Glory (1987) and his sec-
ond for his portrayal of the cor-
rupt cop in the crime thriller, 
Training Day (2001).  
 
 He won a Tony Award for his 
performance in Fences during 
his return to Broadway in 2010. 
Washington earned his first 
Oscar Nomination for Cry Free-
dom (1987), as South African 
anti-apartheid activist Steve 
Biko. He most recently was hon-
ored with the AFI Life Achieve-
ment award, one of the highest 
honors for a career in film. 

Denzel Washington's career is 
unrivaled—both on and off 
the screen, his passion for im-
pacting the world shines 
through," said Jakes. "Den-
zel's wisdom, business pro-
wess, and ability to mentor 
and mobilize has indelibly in-
fluenced the world, and I am 
honored to welcome him to 
the International Leadership 
Summit." 

Denzel Washington

MEMPHIS, Tenn. – A trio of 
Memphis Tigers, Jalen Duren, 
DeAndre Williams and Josh Mi-
nott, have picked up end-of-sea-
son honors from the American 
Athletic Conference. 
 Duren was named the unani-
mous AAC Freshman of the 
Year, picked up All-AAC First 
Team honors and was unani-
mously voted to the AAC All-
Freshman Team. Williams 
secured a spot on the All-AAC 
Second Team, and Minott joined 
Duren on the AAC All-Freshman 
Team. 
 Duren is the third-straight Tiger 
to be named the conference’s 
Freshman of the Year, joining 

Precious Achiuwa (2020) and 
Moussa Cisse (2021). Duren led 
the Tigers in scoring and re-
bounding this regular season at 
11.9 points and 7.5 rebounds per 
game, and he is the AAC’s lead-
ing rebounder and shot blocker 
(2.2). He ranks 30th in the nation 
in blocked shots per game. On the 
season, Duren has recorded six 
double-doubles and been named 
the AAC Freshman of the Week 
six times. 
 Williams is on the all-conference 
second team at the end of the year 
after being picked to the squad in 
the preseason. He ranks second 
on the Tigers in scoring and re-
bounding, just behind Duren at 
11.0 points and 5.6 rebounds per 

NFL observes Women History Month with docuseries 
from sports page 4
their love of the game 
 Episode 5: Friday, March 11 at 
8:00 PM ET: The Greatest Show 
on Earth – See Super Bowl LVI 

and the Pepsi Halftime Show 
through the lens of seven women, 
including Michele Tafoya, the 
head of NFL Security Cathy La-

nier and Halftime Show headline 
Mary J. Blige  
On Saturday, March 12, all five 

episodes of Earnin' It air on NFL 
Network starting at 10:00 AM 
ET.  

 Duren was named the unani-
mous AAC Freshman of the 
Year, picked up All-AAC First 
Team honors and was unani-
mously voted to the AAC All-
Freshman Team. Williams 
secured a spot on the All-AAC 
Second Team, and Minott 
joined Duren on the AAC All-
Freshman 

outing. The Houston, Texas, 
native is also shooting 57.5 per-
cent from the field and 70.3 per-
cent from the free throw line on 
the year, and he has logged seven 
games with three steals and six 
games with three or more assists. 
 Minott has excelled in his debut 
season in relatively limited mi-
nutes, contributing 6.9 points 
and 4.0 rebounds per game in 
15.8 minutes per outing, and he 
is one of just three Tigers to ap-
pear in all 28 games this year. 
The Boca Raton, Fla., native is 
the only freshman in the nation 
with at least 25 assists, 25 steals 
and 20 blocked shots while play-
ing fewer than 16.0 minutes per 
game this year. In fact, he is the 
only freshman in the nation since 
2010-11 to boast that line. Mi-
nott has been named AAC Fresh-
man of the Week twice and was 
on the weekly Honor Roll two 
other times. 
 The Tigers (19-9, 13-5 AAC) are 
seeded third in the 2022 Air 
Force Reserve American Athletic 
Conference Men's Basketball 
Championship and will take the 
court at Dickies Arena in Fort 
Worth, Texas, Friday at 8 p.m. 
CT on ESPNU. 
 By virtue of earning a first-
round bye, the Tigers will start in 
the quarterfinals against the 
winner of Thursday's first-round 
matchup between sixth-seeded 
UCF and 11th-seeded South 
Florida. With a win Friday, the 
Tigers would play in the semi-
finals Saturday at 4 p.m. on 
ESPN2, and the championship 
game is Sunday at 2:15 p.m. on 
ESPN. 
 
 Tickets to the AAC Tournament 
are available online at www.Go-
TigersGoTix.com or by phone at 
(901) 678-2331. 
 


